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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In the application of: 

Dominique P. BRIDON, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/623,533 

Filing Date: September 5, 2000 

For: LONG LASTING FUSION PEPTIDE 
INHIBITORS OF VIRAL INFECTION 



Examiner: J. Parkin 
Group Art Unit: 1648 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION WITH 
RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT MAILED June 14, 2002, PAPER 9 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action with restriction requirement dated June 14, 2002, 
Paper 9, for which a response is due on July 14, 2002. This response is therefore timely. 

Applicants respectively traverse the present restriction requirement. The common 
technical feature for all the groups of claims is the coupling of a reactive group to a peptide 
having anti-viral activity thereby allowing the modified peptide to covalently bond to a blood 
component. 

Applicants respectively point out that the issue of a single inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13.1 and Rule 13.2 was never brought up during examination of the claims in the PCT 
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application corresponding to the present application, even though the claims of both applications 
were of similar scope. 

As such, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
restriction requirement. 

Applicants hereby elect Group 1 (claims 1-7 and 19 - 21 directed to anti-HIV 
peptides), with traverse. And within the HIV peptides, Applicants elect peptide DP 178, SEQ ID 
NO.:l. 

Applicants expressly reserve his/her right under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to file a divisional 
application directed to the nonelected subject matter during the pendency of this application, or 
an application claiming priority from this application. 

Applicants request examination of the elected subject matter on the merits. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant Commissioner to 
charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this 
document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing 500862001520 . However, the Assistant 
Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 



Dated: July 9, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 




Mic'iael R. Ward 
Registration No. 38,651 
Morrison & Foersterixp 
425 Market Street 

San Francisco, California 94105-2482 
Telephone: (415) 268-6237 
Facsimile: (415)268-7522 
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